The status of shared decision making and citizen participation in Israeli medicine.
WHAT ABOUT POLICY REGARDING SDM? Though informed consent and patients' right to information are regulated by Israeli law, there is a low level of formal activities focused on shared decision making (SDM) in Israel. Further, there are few organized programs to promote SDM among medical professionals or the public, and governmental support of SDM-related research is minimal. WHAT ABOUT TOOLS - DECISION SUPPORT FOR PATIENTS? The Israeli government does not have a program on development of patient decision aids. WHAT ABOUT PROFESSIONAL INTEREST AND IMPLEMENTATION? Nonetheless, patients have begun to influence litigation in both formal and informal capacities, medical schools have begun to incorporate courses for improving physician-patient communication into their curricula, and the largest national health plan has initiated a plan to increase pubic awareness. Funding for researching and promoting SDM is not centrally allocated, and studies show that despite the positive effects of SDM, such an approach is infrequently applied in actual clinical practice, and initiatives to promote SDM (e.g., decision aids) are in their infancy. WHAT DOES THE FUTURE LOOK LIKE? In conclusion, though not actively promoting SDM at present, Israel, with its governmentally regulated universal coverage with good access to high-level services possesses all the requisite elements for rapid, widespread advances in SDM in future years.